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ParLieeians I. 23. latter part. 


* Having a deſire to depart, 
and to be with Chriſt; which is 
far better. 


OD that made the world, and 
All things therein, ſeeing he is 
Lord of heaven and earth, hath 
made of one blood all nations of men, for 
to dioell on all the face of the earth, 
and hath determined the times before ap- 
pointed, and the bounds of their babita- 
tion, Acts xvii. 24—26. In his hands 
are all our affairs, and, as he uſhers us 
into the World, fo he permits our ſtay- 
ing here, or remands us hence, at his 


Pleaſure. For at his Word, Man goeth 
to bis lang bome, and the mourners go 


ebout the ſtreets. And inſtances of mor- 
tality are ſo often brought before us, 


that the living. are daily put in remem- 
brance, that they muſt die. And as this 


is a war, from which there can be no diſ- 
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charge; ſo the exact period of human 
life, God has not only wiſely, but gra- 


ciouſly thought fit to conceal from us; 


to prevent, on the one hand, our being 


attended with diſmal horror and 'confu-- 


ſion of mind; and, on the other hand, 


to excite us to ſuch a diligence, in the 


diſcharge of the ſeveral parts of our du- 


ty, as naturally tends. to diſpoſe us, and 


even make us deſirous, to depart, and to 


be with Chriſt; which is far better. This 
was, in an eminent degree, the caſe of our 
beloved ſiſter Brittain, whoſe death has 


| given occaſion to the EY diſcourſe. 


This epiſtle is thought to be written by 


St. Paul, when he was priſoner at Rome. 


That he had been in bonds before, may 


be gathered, from verſes 12—14; and af- 


ter he had expreſſed much affection to 
the Chriſtians at Philippi, and his earn- 
at wiſhes, that Chriſt might be magnifi- 
ed in his body, whether by life or by death ; 

he then gives us a ſummary account of 


both, in verſes 21, 22. Fur, to me to Jive 


Mi Chry if and to die is gain. Bui if 1 live 


in 


„ + 


ES] 
In the fleſh; this is the fruit of my labour; 
yet what I ſhall chooſe, I wot not. It might 
be thought, that if death was gain to the 
Apoſtle, he would be weary of life, and 
impatient for death. No, faith he, F 7 
tive in the fleſh, this is the fruit of my la- 
bour, that is, Chriſt is the fruit of my la- 
bour. He reckoned his labour well be- 
ſtowed, if he could be inſtrumental to 
advance the honour and intereſt of Chriſt 
in the world; to glorify: God, and do 
good to his Church and people: yet what 
J. ſhall chooſe, J wot not; for ſays he, I 
am in a ſirait betwixt two. © It was 
<« a bleſſed ſtrait, which St. Paul was in, 
© not between two evil things, but be- 
e tween two good things. David was 
« in a {trait by three judgments, ſword, . 
amine, and peſtilence; St. Paul was 
> in a ſtrait between two bleſſings, living 
to Chriſt and being with him.” Now 
by what follows, and to which I ſhall 
_ confine my diſcourſe at preſent; we find 
his inclination was for, death, having a de- 
fire to depart, and 10 be with Cbriſt; 3 * 
rs BO better. 


In 


„ 


In fpeaking to which words, I ſhall 
conſider, 


I, The ſubject matter of the Apoſile's 


deſire, to be with Chri if; ; which * 


far better. 


IT. The nature and import of his deſire 
after this advantage. 


III. The way in which he expected 
his defire to be gratified, by de- 
parting from the fleſh, as. appears 

by verſes 22, 24. Tf I hve in the 
fleſh, this is the fruit of my labour : 
and again, 0 abide in the fleſh, is 
more needful for you. But, 


n e e matter 
of the Apoſtle's deſire to be with Chriſt; 


which 7s far better. By Chriſt, we un- 
derſtand Jeſus of Nazareth, the Son of 


God, the Anointed, and ſent of the Fa- 
ther into our World, on the kind and 
gracious errand of ſeeking and ſaving . loſt 
1 finful 


8 [97 
ſinful men. He is called Chriſt to ſig- 
nify that he was ſpiritually anointed to 
the offices of prophet, prieſt, and king ; 
which were neceſſary to be performed by 
the only Mediator between God and man. 


The being with Chriſt, in the ſenſe of 
the Apoſtle here, muſt mean the injoy- 
ment of his glorious preſence, in the ſo- 
cCiety of the ſaints and angels in Heaven. 
This is indeed the promiſe, which Chriſt 
has made to all his faithful diſciples, 
 Fobn xii. 26. F any man ſerve me, let 
him follow me; and where I am, there 
fall alſo my ſervant be. To be with him, 
when he was here in poverty and diſ- 
grace, would be but mean preferment and 
low encouragement; and therefore with- 
out all queſtion, he means being with 
him in paradiſe, ſitting in his throne, 
Rev. iii. 21; and it is the happineſs of 
heaven to be there with Chriſt. The 
like promiſe our Lord made to the pe- 

nitent thief, the day of his death, that he 
ſhould be with him in paradiſe. And 
his is the ſubſtance of his prayer, that 
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ES) 
all his faithful diſciples and followers; 
may be with him after death. John: xvii. 
24. "Father, I will that they alſo om 
thou haſt given me, be with me where 1 
am; that they may bebold my glory which 
thou haſt given me : for thou lovedſi me be- 
fore the foundation of the world. This ſhe. s 
us, that much of the heavenly ſtate conſiſts 

in being with Chriſt, where he now is; in 
the paradiſe of God. And he ſpeaks of 
the happineſs of heaven, as if he was al- 
ready in it, where '7 am; becauſe he was 
near to it, and ſure of it, and it was ſtill 
upon his heart. And the ſame joy and 
«glory, which he thought tecompence. e- 
nough for all his ſervices and ſufferings, 
he deſires may be the happineſs and ho- 
nour of allauue followers of him. They, 
: who keep cloſe to him in the Way, ſhall 
be with him in the end. This then is 
what the Apoſtle had in view by being 
with Chriſt. But who can poſſibly de- 
ſeribe, or even conceive what is contained 
in the felieity here ſpokem of. St. Pa / 
himſelf ſays, Eye bath mt ſeen, nor car 
- ** beard,” weither have centered: into thei heart 
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F man oth things, which God bath prepas 


red for them that loue him. 1 Cor. ji. 9. 


But in our text, he gives ſome deſcrip= 
tion of them in brief, when he calls it 
being with Chriſt ; which is far better. 
Let us then take a ſhort view of this 
part of the deſcription, which is far bet- 


' fer. Far better than what ? Why far bet- 


ter than the injoyment of all the things 
of time and ſenſe; an happineſs conſiſt- 
ing in a perfect freedom from all evil, 
and a full poſſeſſion and injoyment of 
all good. We all naturally and neceſſa- 


tily defire to be happy, and to be as hap- 


Py, as it is poſfible for us to be; and 
what can we deſire more, as large and ag 


importunate as our deſires are, than to be 


intirely free from all labour and toil, dan- 
ger and diſappointment, pain and ſorrow, 
anxiety and diſcontent, and eſpecially. the | 
worſt of evils, ſinning againſt God; and 
to injoy conſtant eaſe and repoſe, un- 
diſturbed peace, ſafety and ſatisfaction : 
Surely this muſt be far better than it | 
poſſibly can be with us here in this pre- 


ſent world. And that this is truly the 


B ſtate 
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ſtate of real chriſtians, in the future world, 
is evident from the conſideration of three 
things among others, that this happineſs 
is certain, complete, and eternal. 


1. It is certain. All ſublunary injoy- 
ments are uncertain as to our having 
them, as well as to their duration and 
continuance; for we know not what our 

lot or portion may be here, whether 
proſperity or adverſity will attend us. Time 
and chance happens to all men; and if 
the ſun now ſhines on our tabernacles, 
yet we know not how ſoon a cloud with 
| I a ſtorm may daſh our pleaſing hopes and 
| 


proſpects to pieces. But the happineſs 


1 of the people of God, the kingdom they 
ll} ſhall poſſeſs, cannot be ſhaken; and 
_ | therefore their hope is ſaid to be, both 

ſure and ſtedfaſt, and which entereth into 


that within the vail, whether the forerun- 
ner is for them entered, even Jeſus. Heb. 
vi. 20. This happineſs indeed is future, 
but it is alſo certain and real. The man- 
ſions of bliſs are prepared, and laid up 
for them in heaven, and they who are 
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true - believers, are the. purchaſe of the 


blood of Chriſt, and have the promiſe, 
nay, oath of a faithful God and Father, 


making this ſtate of future happineſs ab- 
ſolutely . ſecure to them. The pleaſure 
they. injoy. in the chriſtian practice, gives 
them an agreeable foretaſte of their ex- 
pected. happineſs in heaven. They ex- 


perience, that the yoke of Chriſt is eaſy, 


and his burthen light indeed; that by 
living in conformity to his precepts and 
example, they poſſeſs more ſolid peace 
and ſatisfaction within, than all the ſenſual 
pleaſures of this world can afford. The 
more confirmed they are, and the greater 
proficiency they make in the chriſtian life, 
the ſweeter, in proportion, will be their 


ſelf- injoyment, and the ſtronger their hope 


in God. They count the pleaſure they 


have in doing his will an ample reward 
of their ſervices, though there were no 
other to be expected; and would not wiſh 


to be excuſed from obſerving any one of 


his commandments, even the moſt diffi- 


cult of them: | becauſe the more they de- 


ny chemſelves for bis ſake, the greater 
B 2 aſſurance 


= aſſurance they have of their own ſince- 
= rity, and of their intereſt in the favour of 
1 God, through the Redeemer. Their per- 
q it | ſeverance in the chriſtian life, and nearer 
_ approach to the glorious recompence of 
_ reward ſet before them daily give new 
= | life to their hopes; their increafing plea- 
mn ſures are an earneſt of their future in- 
22 1 f - heritance, and confirm their right to the 
=_ glory graciouſly promifed in the goſpel 
_ to them, who love God, and obey the goſ- 
= pel of his Son. And this ſure proſpect of 
, 9 {| | | future blefſednefs it is, which fills the 
_- Mind with exulting joy and pleafure ; and 
2 1 if the belief and certain expectation of 
= | | this gives us a joy unſpeakable, and full 
1 ll of glory ; what ſoul raviſhing pleaſures 
M | will that ſtate afford? For, 

it > 


2. As it is certain, ſo it will be com- 
plete. The retirement of chriſtians, from 
this world to the grave, is only for an ap- 
pointed time. And as our bleſſed Saviour 
aſſures us, Mat. x. 28. that they which kill 
the body, are not able to R kill tbe foul, we have 
reaſon to conclude, that the fouls of the 


righteous are happy in the ſeparate ſtate ; 
3 „„ that 
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that they reflect with pleaſure on their con- 
duct in this world, and chearfully hope for 
the completion of their happineſs at the re- 
ſurrection of the juſt ; that they adore and 
injoy God more perfectly than they could 
do, when they were incumbered with theſe 
mortal bodies. And when the bleſſed Je- 


ſus comes again, the bodies of the ſaints 
will be raiſed and paſs through that glotious 


and happpy change, which is ſo excellently - 
deſcribed by St. Paul. 1 Cor. 4244. If 
is ſown in corruption, it is raiſed in incor- 
ruption ; it is ſown in diſhonour, it is raiſed 
in glory ; it is fown 1 in weakneſs, it is raiſed 
in power ; it is fown a natural body, it is 
raiſed a ſpiritual body. And being faſhion- 
ed like to the glorified body of Chriſt, it 
will be again inhabited by the pure, im- 
mortal Spirit. How joyful will this union 
be! Thus happily united again, they will 
enter with their bleſſed Redeemer into the 


| glorious manſions above, where they will 


be placed far above all temptations, injoy 
an immunity from all evils, and poſſeſs a 
happineſs inconceivably greater than their 
higheſt expectations. The ſpiritualized bo- 


y 


7 8 1. 
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1 E 

dy will be WP: with continual health, 

eaſe and vigour, with never fading youth and 
beauty. The refined organs will convey to, 
the mind none but agreeable ſcnſations, and 
always delight it with the moſt harmoni- 
ous ſounds,” and the moſt charming ſights; 
It will bear with eaſe the moſt intenſe 
thought and contemplation, and perform 
the exerciſes of the heavenly ſtate, and exe- 
cute the orders of the ſoul with unwearied 
ſprightlineſs and vigour. The rational fa- 


culties of the bleſſed will be improved be- 


yond what we can at preſent conceive; ſo 
that they will never err, but have a perfect 
diſcernment. of thoſe. things, which they 
could not here comprehend. They will 
know, as they are known; and will view, 
and review the perfections of God, diſplay- 
ed in the works of creation, and the acts 
of his providence, eſpecially in thoſe which | 
concerned themſelves, and their own times, 
with inexpreſſible and increaſing pleaſure, 


Their pious habits will be improved into 


perfect holineſs ; and the pleaſures they 
had in doing good, center in eternal joys ; 


For OP will ever live in the bliſsful pre- 


ſence 


29 
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ſence of God, where there is the fulneſs 


of joy, and pleaſures for evermore. With 


what unſpeakable delight wilt, they be- 


hold their glorified Eee and view the 


gracious ſcheme of their redemption by 


him in all its parts? Who can conceive the 


joy they will feel, when they enter into 
the general aſſembly of angels and ſaints; 
and there meet their pious friends, from 
whom they ſhall never more be parted; 
but with them injoy inconceivable pleaſures, 


and ſing the praiſes of the great God and 


their gracious Redeemer to all eternity. 
Nothing can ever poſſibly happen in their 
bleſſed abodes, to impair, interrupt, or put 


an end to their happineſs ; for it is repre- 


ſented by a ki ug dom which cannot be moved , 


an inberitance incorruptible, undefiled, and 
that fadeth not away. It will be immuta- 


ble, though it may, I preſume, admit of 
a gradual increaſe by freſh communications 
of knowledge and happineſs from the in- 
exhauſtible fountain of all good. 


3. That, which crowns all, is the eter- | 
nity of their happineſs. Then will the. 


Joy 


I 
. 


joy of the chriſtian remain, as well 28 be 
complete. What gives a pain and an un- 
ſpeakable uneaſineſs to the wicked, adds a 


pleaſure and delight to the godly foul ; that 
the worm never dies with the one, and the 
crown never fades with the other ; for 
then will the glory, honour, and happi- 
neſs of the chriſtians be laſting, as their 
deſires, as their ſouls; nay, as their God, 
who himſelf will be the /ffrength of their 


hearts, and their portion for ever. Pſalm 


IxxXi1i 26. And is not this far better then 


to be on earth? Obſerve what the Apoſtle 


fays of it in 2 Cor. iv. 17. He calls 
it, a far more exceeding and eternal weight 


of glory. When we go about to think 


' much more to ſpeak of eternity, how 


ſoon are we at a loſs, and how quickly 
are our imaginations tired? How ſoon do 
our tongues faulter, for the waves of this 
mighty ocean preſently overcharge us? 
The moſt eloquent orator ſoon finds this 
ſubject too great, too ſublime for all lan- 


guage to deſcribe. When we have thought 


on it to the utmoſt, and have ranged to- 


gether a numberleſs train of pleaſing con- 


| Eo ceptions 
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er and ideas, we ſhall neil ind 


ſomething remaining vaſtly beyond our 


reach; which will oblige us to ſit down, 
and ſay, it is a knowledge too wonderful 
for us; but yet reaſon teaches us, that i it 
may be, and Revelation aſſures üs, that it 
is ſo. Nothing can act before it is, and 
therefore cannot make itſelf; but muſt be | 
beholden to ſome other being, "which is 


therefore ſuperior to it, and i is eternal; from 


everlaſting to everlaſting ; which can only 


be ſaid of God, Who!:3n this reſpect, on- 


ly bath immortality, 1 Tim. vie 16. But 
when wie ſpeak of eternity, ref] pecting erea- 
tures, we conceive of it, as that which had 
a beginning, but ſhall have no end; ànd 
ſuch ſhall the happineſs of the ſaints in the 
future world be. What words then ean 
ſet forth this matter in a clear light to our 
view? We often mention the days of eter- 


nity, and yet when thouſands, millions of 


thouſands of years are gone and paſt, eter- 
nity is the ſame. And this is What is in- 
cluded in being with Chriſt, © It is an hap- 


| pineſs certain, complete, and eternal. Juſt- 
ly may this be ſaid to be far better than 
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all the injoytnents of ume * ſenſe: And. 


this. leads Mme, 4 6. en 111. , 
1 To 0 ; confider wild es and import of 


the Apoſtle's deſire to injoy this ftate of 
future happineſs. Having | a Art, &c. 


Now this defire we may rationally ſuppoſe 
to be attended with ſome peculiar and ſpecial 
properties, ſome of which I will mention. 


Is) A 8 to be with Chriſt includes . 


and diſcovers a ſuperior loye and affection 


to him, And it is plain, that fuch a; love 
to the bleſſed Jeſus reigned. eminently. in the 
heart, of this Apoſtle. Now where ſuch a 
love prevails, there will be a defire of ſo- 
ciety with the beloved object. Love is 
an affection of the ſoul, and it is the 
ſtrongeſt affection; it is as the great wheel, 
ſetting all the reſt in motion; and de- 


ſire follows after, and what I de Lee 


to injoy ; for where there is not a deſire of 


ſociety, there true love is not to be found. 


After this manner it was with the Pſalmiſt, 
Pſalm lxxiii. 2 5. Whom have I in heaven but 
thee ? And there is none upon earth that I de- 
fire beſides thee. Plalm xlii. 1. As the bart 
Us I J panteth 
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panteth after the water brooks, ſo panteth my 


foul after thee, O God. And in Pſalm cxxx. 


6. My ſoul waiteth for the Lord; more than 


. they that watch for the morning." Theſe, and 


many other ſuch ſayings, ſhew the ſtrength 


of his affection. And whereas God is pleaſed | 
to manifeſt himſelf in a gracious way and 
manner in ſome places, and in ſome exer- 
cCiſes, there is a ſpecial kind of fellowſhip 


had with Chriſt in them. Accordingly we 
find the ſaints have had a great deſire after 
theſe places and theſe duties. Thus David 
faith, Lord, I have loved the habitat iun of thy 


Hotſe, and the place where thine honour dwel- 
lth: Pſalm xxvi. 8. Again Pfalm xxvii. 
4. One thing baue I defired of the Lord, that 
u feek after, that I may dwell in tbe houſe 
of. the Lord all the days ef ' my lifes: lo bobold 
the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire. in hit 
temple. . Now where tliere is ſuch a deſire 


after the injoyment of the glorious preſence 


of God, and Chriſt in heaven, as is expreſſ- 
ed by the Apoſtle in the text; there is a 
deſire after ſociety in a . * and 


Ne . e 


. 


A 


= 2. This e d itſelf by a noble 
5 | contempt of this world, and reckoning no 
more from it, than thoſe who are ſtrangers 
and pilgrims: as the author of the epiſtle to 
the Hebretus reaſons, concerning the antient 
worthies; Heb. xi. 1316. Theſe all died 
in faith; not having received the promiſes, but 
having ſeen them afar off, and were perſuaded 
of them, and embraced tlem, and confeſſed that 
they were ftrangers and pilgrims on the earth. 
For they. that ſay ſuch things, declare plainly 
that 'they ſerlk a\ country.'. And truly if they 
had been mind ful of that country, from-whence 
they came but, they might. have had an appor- 
tunity to have returned; but nou they defire 
a better. country, that is an heuvenly: where- 
fore God it not aſhamed to be called tbeir God, 
for he hath prepared. for them a City. Upon 
the ſame principle it was, that Moſes acted, 
chooſing rather to fufer Miclion uutb the peo- 
ple of God, than to injoy the: pleaſures of fin 
for a ſeaſon ; efteeming the reproach of Gbrift 
greater ricbes than the treaſures in Egypt; 
for he bad reſpect unto the recompence re- 


ward. verſes 25, 26. Such perſons ſee much 
e To, | „ 
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of the vaſt difference there is between the 


preſent and future world; and therefore, with 
good reaſon, prefer the future before the 
preſent, deſiring it ſineerely, fervently, and 
above all; and the more they ſee of it, the 
more ſtrong and fervent their defires after 
it will be. They are riſen with Chriſt, and 
therefore ſcel thoſe things which are above; 


. where Chriſt fitteth on the right” band of G 00 


Their lives - are hid with Chriſt ; in God, 
and their converſation therefore i is in berreh. 


They are denizons there, and to what ſhould 


their moſt ardent deſires tend, but to the in- 


. of their ng 935 800 to be with 


Et 1 \ 
* 
4 1 ? 1 24 1 


ig Theſe: Aces are aecbh gal ied wido | 


perſevering indeavours, i in the uſe of all pro- 
per means, to attain a ſuitable meetriefs/and 


| diſpoſition to ino the happineſs I have hint- 


ed at- In the general, they are, by the grace 
and Spirit of God, formed for this heaven- 
ly ſtate; they are born from above, and 


have a godlike nature, an incorruptible feed 


dwelling in them, as a prevailing principle. 
But * they are in this world, this divine 
principle 
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principle is maintained, and kept alive in the 
uſe of appointed means: Such as reading, 
hearing, meditating on the word of God, 
attending on his poſitive Inſtitutions, and 
ingaging in all the required Acts of deyo- 
tion both in private and publick. After 
all, it muſt be remembered, that many 
imperfections are found in che beſt and 


choiceſt of the people of God; that their 


preſent ſtate is a ſtate of trial and probation; 
ſo that while they are in the body, it will 


be found neceſſary for them to watch and 


pray, fighting and ſtriving; againſt all their 


ſpiritual enemies; and after all to look un- 
to, and depend upon the infinite mercy. of 
God, through the mediation of the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, for everlaſting life and happi- 


neſs. Now the means before - mentioned; 
are very effectual in the hands of the bleC. 
ed Spirit, to accompliſh thoſe, ends; to be- 
get and preferye a proper-meetneſs and diſ- 
poſition for the exerciſes and injoyments of 
chriſtian has experienced, and therefore 
uſes theſe means conſtantly, and perſeveres 
therein unto the end of life. Te 


4. Where 
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<4 Where there is this deſire tons 
Chriſt, there will be expreſſed on ſuitable: 
occaſions, an high eſteem of him, and a 
becoming regard for his honour and intereſt. 


This deſire will ſhew itſelf by an eſteem 
and value of the deſired object, and a due 
regard to whatſoever tends to promote the 
reputation of this Saviour; ſo that in a 
word, this takes in all our works, and ac- 
tions, according to the general temper and 
diſpoſition of the mind; for deſire is ſo near 
a-kin to love, as has been already ſhewyn, 


that it chearfully exerts itſelf in all acts of 


obedience. The ſame, which is ſaid of love, 
may be ſaid of deſire. It can hardly deny 
any work, which the party beloved and 
deſired injoins. Our bleſſed Saviour makes 


this a rule of trial. 7 obn xiv. 15. J you 
ue me, keep my commandments. And again, 


He that hath my commandments, and keepeth 


them, he it is that lxveth me, ver, 21. In 


another place he ſays, Je are my friends, if 
ye do whatſoever I command you, John xv. 
14. Now as love and defire make perſons 
dutiful, ſo do wer in like manner make 

them 
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them bountiful and liberal ; for where the 
heart is inlarged, there the hand will not 
be ſtraitened ; and let it be obſerved, that 
where a ſoul, in fincerity gives itſelf up to 
God, and Chriſt, it makes a ſolemn ſur- 
render of its all. Self-denial, as it is the 
firſt leſſon to be learned by a chriſtian, ſo 
it is what he muſt practiſe to the end of 
| his race. And where this diſpoſition of 
mind prevails, there 1s a readineſs, upon all 
proper calls, to part with what is neceſſa- 
ry for the honour and intereſt of Chriſt. 
If Mary's tears will be accepted to waſh 
her Saviour's feet, the will pour them out 
freely, and not think her hair too good to 
wipe them with. No ſpikenard ſhall be 
too coſtly for him, whom her ſoul affects ; 
no, though the ointment might be ſold 


for ſome great ſum of money, Luke vii. 


38. John xii, 3: yet the had rather be- 
ſtow it on her dear Lord, than on her- 


ſelf; and that, becauſe ſhe ſo much loved 
and deſired him. There was but one 


thing which checked our Apoſtle's defires 
to depart, and to be with Chriſt, and that 


was the honour of Chriſt in this world, 


and 


the 
not 
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p to 
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and. the good of the 9 And this 


is the caſe of all true believers in him, 


who is unto them all, and in all. 
ceed now 


I pro- 


III. To the laſt general head, or the 


way in which the Apoſtle expected bis 


deſires of being with Chriſt to be gra- 
tified. And this was by departing; by 
which we, muſt underſtand his departure 


out of this world by death, Which is 


a ſeparation of the ſoul. from the. body ; 4 
that the one may be reduced to its 
original duſt, and the other return to 
Reg who is the great and glorious crea- 


tor of all things. We conſider this place 


therefore, as a ſtrong proof tending to 


confirm us in the belief of the immor- 
Ws of Fog ſoul... 
Jo's 18 "ng "Com. fax, ce The time, be⸗ 
60 twixt death and the reſurrection, 18 
* not to be reckoned ; therefore the A- 
= poſtle might ſpeak. thus, . though the 
« ſoul hath no ſenſe of any thing after 
Wa 8 But, as the learned Dr. II hitly 
8 1 | notes, 
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26 
ce notes, could St. Paul think a ſtate of 
infenfibilitey much better than a life 
tending ſo much, as his did, to the glo- 


a 
* 


* 
ov 


ry of God, to the propagation of the 


A 
* 


goſpel, and the furtherance of the joy 
of chriſtians ? Could he call ſuch an in- 


wy ſenſate ſtate, à being with Chrift, and 


A 
A 


* g walking by feg br, in oppoſition to the 


life of faith? 2 Cor. v. 7, 8. Others 
fay, the Apoſtie was in a ſtrait betwixt 
two, whether he ſhould chooſe that life, 
which would enable him to gain many 
ſouls to Chriſt, and miniſter greatly to 
the neceffity of the church; er that, in 
which he ſhould live with Chriſt; becauſe 


he expected the day of judgment, and con- 


ſequently the general n would 


Be in his time. 2 
But neither will the words Bent this EY 


for © it is impoſſible, that the ſame man, 
& at the fame time, ſhould expect the re- 
10 ſurtection, and the day of judgment, 
cr and yet expect to live in tlie fleſh, and 
* to abide with the church in the fleſfi, 
* when none of the members of the church 
& ſhould abide in the fleſn, but ſhould in- 
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and the general judgment. 
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e that 8 [or rather that glo- 
rious change, which the righteous will un- 
dergo, who are alive at the appearance of 
Chriſt,] © which would place them with 
« Chriſt, as well as himſelf. That he 
ſhould deſire, that his ſoul ſbould be 
© ſeparated from the body, that he might 
be preſent with the Lord; and yet at 
te the ſame time expect that day, in which 
* he ſhould be cloathed upon with his ce- 
“ leſtial body. This is inconſiſtent, for 
his abiding in the fleſh ſuppoſes, that he 
did not ſuddenly expect the reſurrection, 
| And beſides, 
this would produce a removal both in bo- 
dy and ſoul, whereas it appears by the 


f 


connection in which the words of our text 


ſtand, that when he ſpeaks of a departure, 
he means a departure from the fleſh; ſo 
that this departure, I think, muſt include 
a ſeparation between ſoul and body, and 
of this, we have St. Paul plainly. ſpeaks 
ing in 2 Cor. v. 6, 7, 8. Therefore wwe are 
always confident, knowing that while we are 
at., home. in the body, we are abſent from 
the Lord: (for awe walk by faith, not by 


fight 
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| fight ) we are confident I ſay, and wil- 
ling rather to be abſent from the body, 


and preſent with the Lord. It 1s not 
defirable in itſelf to be uncloathed, as 
the Apoſtle calls our change by death; 
in the fore-cited place, ver. 4. Death, con- 
ſidered merely as a ſeparation between 
ſoul and body, is not to be defired, but 
dreaded rather; but conſidered as a paſſage 
to glory, the believer is willing rather to 
die, than to live; to leave this body to 
go to Chriſt, and to put off theſe rags of 
mortality, and put on robes of glory. I 
might alledge other places of Scripture, 
which give us the ſame ideas of the na- 
ture of death; but time forbids me at 
1 855 


Thus I have gone through the heads I 
propoſed, by conſidering the ſubject mat- 


ter of the Apoſtle's defire to be with 


Chriſt ; the nature and import of that de- 
fre including a contempt of this world, 

with ſeveral other properties; and the way 
in which he expected theſe deſires ſhould 
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be sed by dying. I ſhall 1 now con- 


clude with ſome brief remarks. And, 


F. What a vain life is that of a ſin- 
ner? It promiſes much, but performs 


little. It ſpeaks fair, but is very deceit- 
ful; for he that foweth iniquity, ſhall reap 


- vanity. He that ſoweth to bis fleſh, ſhall 
Y the fleſh "oy corruption, 


. We have the higheſt reaſon to be 


ous 7 with religion, and to govern our- 
ſelves by her rules; becauſe ſhe lays the 
ſafeſt, nay, the only foundation for a com- 
fortable death, beſides all the real pleaſures 
ſhe gives us in this life, and the chearing 
hopes of a bleſſed and glorious immorta- 
lity in the world to come. 


5 1 It is no wonder, that true chriſtians 
are not only willing, but deſirous to die; 
ſince death to them will be of ſo great 
gain, bringing them to Chriſt, to ſee and 
5 him as he is. | 


4. If to be with Chriſt is far better, 


this ſhould thoroughly reconcile us. to the 


| parting 
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parting with our .neareſt relations, and 


deareſt friends, of whom we have good 
hope through grace, that they ſleep in 


Jeſus, as we truſt our ſiſter, lately taken 
from us, does; of whom much may be 
ſaid, but 1 ſhall only hint ſome things 
with the greateſt. brevity. She had a ſo- 


ber and religious education; was con- 
vinced of the want and worth of Chriſt 
betimes, and devoted herſelf to God, in 
her youth, in the goſpel way. She has 
ever ſince walked, as becomes the chriſtian 
character, valuing the day of the Lord, 


the houſe and ordinances of God. Nor 
did the reſt here, but, as J am inform- 
eds, made conſcience of private devotion, 
and indeavoured by this duty to keep 


up daily communion with her Lord, and 
Head. . Her faith was fixed on. the right 
foundation, on the mercy of God in 


Chriſt. Jeſus our Lord, whoſe precious 
blood cleanſeth from all fin; and therefore 


ſhe bore the afflictions ſhe laboured under 
with chriſtian fortitude, patience, and re- 
ſignation; and the nearer ſhe: advanced 


towards the cloſe of her life, the more 
the 


L 3 N 
the inner man ſeemed to be renewed and 
_ comforted ; till at laſt, before ſhe was 
aware, ſhe departed to be with Chriſt. 
And what can I ſay to you, her mourn-' 
ing friends, and neareſt relations, on this 
7 occaſion ; but what ſhe herſelf ſaid, in- 
' ſtead of grieving, Rejoice in the Lord al. 


way, and again; I ſay rejoice. Labour to 


imitate her example, and if, through the 
; frailty of human nature, any thing amiſs 
has been obſerved, ſhun that, and follow 
her in whatſoever is commendable and 
- praiſe worthy. As to you, my dear bro- 
ther, her ſurviving huſband, it is' true you 
have loſt an affectionate, obliging, and vir- 
tuous wife, others a loving fiſter, others 
a faithful friend, the fatherleſs a mother, 
thoſe near in habitation a courteous neigh- 
bour, the ſervants a good miſtreſs, the 
church a worthy and honourable member, 
and the world a real chriſtian : Upon all 
which conſiderations, the advice ſhe gave, 
to rejoice even under this diſpenſation of 
providence, appears to be well grounded, 
for they, who depart in Chriſt, reap infinite 
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5. Let this put us all upon a ſerious ex- 
amination into qur own tate, and condi- 
tion. In What preparation do we ſtand} 
for death, and all its awful! conſequences 27 

If e find we are, through grace, habitual- 4 
ly ready te die, yet let us labour to be 'q 
that being found in ſuch a 
ſtate, we may not only be willing, but 
even deſirous to depart, and be with our 
great and glorious Lord, and Head, which 
will be alſo: our unſpeakable Bade; ni 211 
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